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Senate Bill No. 122

(MR. HARMAN, original sponsor)
[Passed April 8, 1981; in effect from passage.]

AN ACT to amend article two, chapter twenty-two of the code of
West Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as
amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated section
fifty-five-a, relating to requiring all surface mine employees to
wear safety helmets when working in areas of possible danger
of head injury; providing an exemption while operating
machinery with specified cab protection; and requiring safety
helmets to meet certain specifications.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

That article two, chapter twenty-two of the code of-West Virginia,
one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amended, be amended,
by adding thereto a new section, designated section fifty-five-a, to
read as follows:

ARTICLE 2. COAL MINES.

§22-2-55a. Safety helmets.

All surface mine employees shall be required to wear safety
helmets when working in areas where there is a possible
danger of head injury from impact, or from falling or flying
objects, or from. electrical shock and burns: Provided, That
such employees shall not be required to wear such safety
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6. helmet while operating machinery equipped with a falling
7 object protective structure.which- satisfies the impact and
8 penetration requirements established by the American
9 National Standards Institute, Safety Requirements for
10 Industrial Head Protection, Standard Z89.1, unless the
11 director of the department of mines findsthatthe dangers set
12 forth herein may be present:. Provided, however, That such
13 employees shall be required to wear safety helmets while not
14 operating such equipment including periods of travel to and
15 from such equipment..: = °

16 The safety helmets required hereunder shall meet the
17 specifications for such helmets as prescribed by the mine
18 health and safety administration.
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